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Overview 
• The problem 

• Frameworks 

• Research issues 

• Implications for research 

 



 Homicide 

A group of 10 to 12 teens at 

the park had taken shelter 

under a canopy there 

during a rainstorm when a 

boy or man jumped a fence 

in the park, ran toward the 

group and opened fire, 

police said in a statement 

this evening. 



US VIOLENT DEATHS 
Ages 0-20 





Racial Disparity 
Black Teen Deaths, NY White Teen Deaths, NY 



Public Health 
Frameworks 

• Complex systems 

• Environmental changes v. behavior cahnge 

 



Complex Systems 
Theory 

 

Theory based interventions 

Modeling for impact 

Use of existing data for 

validation 

 













mix of strategies and 
programs 



Current 
State of the Art 

Firearms 

Positive Youth Development 
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Universal Prevention 



Overview:  
2012 AAP Policy Statement 
 





Geographic Disparity 
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Household Gun Ownership, % – Measured by Proxy Variable  
(Proportion of Suicides in State Committed Using a Firearm) 

Relationship Between Household Gun Ownership (%)  

and Age-Adjusted Firearm Homicide Rate – 

50 States, 1981-2010 

All data are from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention WISQUARS (Web-based Injury Statistics 
Query and Reporting System) database. 
Graph prepared by Michael Siegel, MD, MPH; Professor, Boston University School of Public Health 



What Do We Know? 
• The safest home for children is a home without guns 

• Safe storage helps 

• 3 general types of gunshot-related deaths among 

children: 
o Accidents – mostly young 

o Suicide – adolescents and young adults 

o Homicide  –  adolescents and young adults 



Summary  
• Changing the environment is always more effective 

than changing behavior 

• Firearms make the environment more dangerous / 

less forgiving 
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Public Health Framework: 
Selected 





The solutions are 
in the 

community. 

© Copyright 2010, 2011  The Montana Institute, LLC 



The Science of the Positive  is a new 

FRAMEWORK for community prevention. 

Concern 
+ 

Hope 



So how do we grow 
the solutions 
which already 
exist in our 
communities? 

   



NCSL: Positive youth development (PYD) is a comprehensive framework 
outlining the supports young people need in order to be successful. PYD 
emphasizes the importance of focusing on youths’ strengths instead of 
their risk factors to ensure that all youth grow up to become contributing 
adults. 
 
Children's Bureaus: PYD builds on young people’s strengths and 
recognizes their unique contributions.. 

Positive Youth 
Development 



Core 

Assumption 
 

The POSITIVE 
exists and is 
worth growing. 



Risk and Protection 
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Developmental Assets 
Search Institute 

• Support 

• Empowerment 

• Boundaries and Expectations 

• Constructive use of time 

• Commitment to learning 

• Positive values 

• Social Competencies 

• Positive Identity 

 



Community Connection 
Boundaries and Expectations: 

11. Family boundaries—Family has clear rules and consequences and monitors the 
young person’s whereabouts. 

12. School Boundaries—School provides clear rules and consequences. 

13. Neighborhood boundaries—Neighbors take responsibility for monitoring young 
people’s behavior. 

14. Adult role models—Parent(s) and other adults model positive, responsible behavior. 

15. Positive peer influence—Young person’s best friends model responsible behavior. 

16. High expectations—Both parent(s) and teachers encourage the young person to 
do well. 

 

Constructive Use of Time 
17. Creative activities— three or more hours per week in lessons or practice in music, 

theater, or other arts. 

18. Youth programs—Thee or more hours per week in sports, clubs, or organizations 

at school and/or in the community. 

19. Religious community— one or more hours per week in activities in a religious 
institution. 

20. Time at home—Young person is out with friends “with nothing special to do” two or 
fewer nights per week. 



Public Health Approach 
• Identify social assets  

o Survey 

o Observation 

• Implement programs  
o Youth programs 

o Social norms change 

• Monitor success 

• Relate success to meaningful outcomes 
o Crime 

o School performance 

o Employment 

• Repeat 







Prevention Summary 
• Methodologically complex 

• Requires awareness of on-going related work 

• Complex systems and intermediate results 

• Stakes are high and success is likely 

• Key will be to allow out of the box thinking 

 


